                                        AP HUMAN GEOGRAPHY 2025-2026
Mrs. Upadhyaya (ooh-pod-yaai)
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       Email: urmi.upadhyaya@fortbendisd.gov
Room: L251     
AP Human Geography is a year-long college level class introduced at the freshmen level. This course takes students on a journey around the world as we explore the connections between people, places, cultures and environments through a spatial perspective. Human geographers use space as their foundations and use maps, charts, diagrams, photos and data as a means to explain where and why events occur throughout the world.  It is a challenging and rewarding course that builds critical thinking, spatial awareness, and a global perspective.
Materials
Access to AP Classroom online in order to complete progress checks and free response questions. Student will need their College Board login information or need to create an account using a personal email ID.











                 AP Classroom through College Board
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Pencils & Pens (blue or black, and red)

· Highlighters
· Colored Pencils





· 1” or 1.5 ” Binder w/side pockets (AVID students don’t need a separate binder)
· Pkg. of looseleaf paper (college ruled)

· 100 page spiral notebook to take notes
· Pack of Index cards (to make vocabulary flashcards)
· Optional: AMSCO Human Geography review book (strongly recommended; available on Amazon or on Perfection Learning)

· Optional classroom supplies: Looseleaf (college ruled), Kleenex boxes, paper towel rolls, white cardstock
3 Big Ideas

· Patterns and Spatial Organization – spatial patterns and organization of human society are arranged according to political, historical, cultural and economic factors.

· Impacts and Interactions – complex relationships of cause and effect exist among people, their environments, and historical and contemporary actions. 

· Spatial Process and Societal Change – a spatial perspective allows for a focus on the ways phenomena are related to one another in places, and the examination of human organization and its environmental consequences.
Class Expectations
In order to be successful in this course, commitment outside of class is imperative. Homework is a MUST!

It is critical that each student puts in the time required outside of class. There will be supplementary material (readings, additional notes, videos, etc), Schoology assignments and AP practice questions to enhance student learning. Keeping up with the work and investing time outside of class is key so that you can strengthen the background knowledge and concepts to be successful on the AP exam and in class.
Plagiarism and cheating will not be tolerated in the class. If a student is caught cheating on a quiz or test, it will result in an automatic 0. Academic integrity is to upmost importance to me! Please reference the FBISD Student Handbook.
Testing Policy The progressive testing policy will apply for APHG. A student can raise a test grade if a higher grade is earned on the subsequent unit test within the 9-week grading period.
*Students that earn less than a 70 on a unit test must come in at least once to tutorials to review the test, ask questions and get clarification before the next unit test

Late work

1 day late – 10 points off                  2 days late – 20 points off            More than 3 days late – max. grade of 70

After 5 days, assignments do not have to be accepted.

Make-up Work Policy
It is the student’s responsibility to talk to the teacher and make up work after an absence.  
You will need to turn in make-up work to me and work for the date you were absent.

If missing a test or quiz, students are responsible for arranging a time with the teacher to make up the assessment.   
Cell Phone & Electronics
Students are not allowed to have electronics or headphones out during instructional time. Students are to put cell phones and both earbuds away when they enter the class. I will allow students to have their phone or earbuds out on a discretionary basis depending on the activity. 
1st offense – teacher warning

2nd offense – confiscation of device and pick up at end of school day (2:45pm); parent notified via email

3rd offense – confiscation of device and turned into administration for parent to pick up 
Conference  

My conference period is 5th period from 12-1 pm during the regular bell schedule. Feel free to email me to set up a meeting or discuss any concerns. 

Tutorials

My tutorial times are Tuesday and Thursday afternoons from 2:55pm to 3:30pm and Friday from 7:00am to 7:25am. I can be available most mornings and afternoons and would be glad to arrange alternate times as needed. 

AP Exam
The digital AP exam will take place on Tuesday, May 6, 2025. It will consist of 60 timed multiple-choice questions (60 Minutes) and three timed (75 Minutes) Free Response Questions (FRQ).  The exam is graded from a scale of 1-5 (3,4,5 are passing scores with 5 being the highest). All students are encouraged to take the AP exam!
Units The course framework provided by the College Board will be applied for the class. The curriculum is called the Course Exam & Description (CED) and the 7 units are outlined below.
More information can be obtained at:  https://apstudents.collegeboard.org/courses/ap-human-geography
___________
	7 UNITS  (% covered on multiple choice part of AP exam)
	Tentative Dates
	

	1. Thinking Geographically (8-10%)
	8/12 – 9/3
	

	2. Population and Migration Patterns & Processes (12-17%)
	9/4 – 10/1

	

	3. Cultural Patterns & Processes (12-17%)
	10/2 –11/7
	

	4. Political Patterns & Processes (12-17%)
	11/10 - 12/12
	

	5. Agriculture and Rural Land-Use (12-17%)
	1/8 – 2/6
	

	6. Cities and Urban Land-Use (12-17%)
	2/9 – 3/12
	

	7. Industrial and Economic Development (12-17%)
	3/23 – 4/17
	

	Review 

AP Exam 
	4/20 – 5/4
5/5/2026
	


“Change the way you look at things and the things you look at change.”  Wayne Dyer
�








